Attached to these missions are, besides eight labour homes for men and boys, several shelter homes, three of which appear to be for women, while of permanent inebriates' homes there are six, three of them being Diocesan and three under the control of the central, or parent society. Over 125 women were resident during 1901; this is not the whole number, for the report of one of the homes does not give statistics, merely stating that there were 125 applications, many of which were] refused, and that the Home has been a "refuge and a covert from the storm to many weak, helpless, and tempted ones." This is satisfactory as far asit goes, but we should like some more explicit information. We cannot help thinking that the society's report would be more valuable as well as interesting if the mass of material were a little more classified, and the uninitiated reader finds it somewhat difficult to gather a correct idea of where all the homes are; in one ?case it is only the resignation of a lady on the committee " owing to her leaving Torquay" that gives-a clue to the locality of the home.
After all, statistics and information which can be tabulated do not give any idea of the individual efforts that are being made by members of this and kindred associations towardsthe reclamation of drunkards and the prevention which is better than cure, and it is here that the great value of such societies lies; they bring those in need of reformation into touch with the people anxious to reform them. The courageous and unremitting labour of those who meet the drunkard on the common ground of humanity and use the moral force of sympathy to win her from temptation, cannot be overrated. C.E.T.S. workers must have been greatly encouraged by the words of Sir Thomas Barlow when he advocated no halfmeasures in leaving off drinking habits; at least a year's residence in a home before a cure could be hoped for; and a friendly conspiracy round the patient when discharged, to see that she was employed, and that she did not contract small ailments, " and when she does," he concluded, " don't let her fall into the hands of a doctor who orders stimulants." As for the pessimistic statement that women were irreclaimable, he characterised it as " rubbish."
County Councils may in the future, even more than in the present, find they have to deal with drunkards by means of inebriates' homes, but there will always be room for the patient individual work carried on by many members of the temperance societies so long as drunkenness remains the curse it is to-day.
